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USAID Alumni Association
August 2013 Newsletter

Mark your Calendars for Upcoming UAA Events

September 6: "Whither USAID  A conversation between two former USAID
Counselors"  Dave Eckerson and Jim Michel at USAID Training Center, Crystal
City  10:00 am to noon. Read speaker bios
at: http://www.usaidalumni.org/conversationwithdavideckersonand
jamesmichel
September 20: "The making of the recently issued USAID Water and
Development Strategy"  a discussion with Chris Holmes, USAID's Global Water
Coordinator at USAID Training Center, Crystal City  10:00 am to noon. Read
speaker bio and water strategy resources
at: http://www.usaidalumni.org/conversationwithchrisholmes
October 25: 2013 UAA Annual General Meeting at the Woodrow Wilson Center
with Featured Speaker Rajiv Shah, Administrator, USAID  8:30 am to 2:00 pm
November 18: UAA/DACOR Development Dialogue, featuring Geoffrey Lamb,
President, Global Policy & Advocacy, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation  noon to
2:00pm

New on USAIDALUMNI.org
On the main page, read updates on the pilot UAA/E&E Pilot Mentorship
Program and work by the Urban Development Team.
Review the brand new UAA Handbook for FSN Immigrants.
Take the opportunity to go through the recently updated Where in the World
lists of USAID employee transfers, promotions and retirements.
In the Forum, view a) obituaries of two recently deceased former colleagues; b)
a notice from Administrator Shah on enhanced senior management responsibility
for procurement; c) an article on House proposed severe cuts to aid and
diplomacy; d) a piece on the Senate proposed foreign affairs budget; and e) a
report on an IG inspection critical of USAID program achievements in
Afghanistan.
In Jobs and Volunteer Opportunities, there is one newly posted job
opportunity along with some still open, but previously available, positions of
interest.
In Articles, read about 1) the mismatch between US foreign aid architecture
and resources and what some may expect to achieve in compensation for
possible shortfalls in the attainments of other USG foreign policy tools; 2) what
Silicon Valley entrepreneurs are doing to overcome the challenges of global
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poverty; and 3) the spotty record of the USG in cutting aid following military
coups.
In Links, check out 1) the latest update to Foreign Policy Magazine's Failed
States Index; 2) the results of an AFSA survey of Congressional Attitudes Toward
the Foreign Service; and 3) the hot off the digital press August edition of Front
Lines.
The UAA Board has developed and approved a new Privacy Policy that all
members should read.
____________________________
Do you have news, an article or event you would like to share? Please send it to
office@usaidalumni.org or, better still, post it on the Forum.
Looking for someone with a USAID alumni background and skills to hire or
volunteer? Express that interest on usaidalumni.org. If you would like to post a
job or volunteer opportunity, please email us at office@usaidalumni.org, Attn:
Jobs/Volunteers.

Save the Date! UAA Annual General Meeting on October 25, 2013

UAA Annual General Meeting
Date: October 25, 2013
Time: 8:30 am  2:00 pm
Location: Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC
Mark your calendars for October 25 and join the UAA Executive Committee and fellow
alumni for the 2013 USAID Alumni Association Annual General Meeting. Programming
and election details will included in a special AGM edition September newsletter.
In a few weeks the polls will open for the 2013 UAA Board Elections but nominations
are still open for the 20132015 UAA Board. We welcome nominations and self
nominations of alumni who are interested in helping to guide the growth and direction
of the USAID Alumni Association over the next two years. It is an exciting time for the
UAA. Come be a part of the action! Send your nominations
to elections@usaidalumni.org.
Bios of the candidates who have already chosen to run can be found here.
________________________________________
Have you made your 2013 membership contribution? In order to vote for the 2013
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2015 UAA Board, you must have made your 2013 contribution. You can make your
contribution electronically via our secure payment system
at: https://co.clickandpledge.com/sp/d1/default.aspx?wid=46274
If you wish to mail a check, you can mail it to: USAID Alumni Association, 1801 F
Street, N.W. | Washington, D.C. 20006.
The suggested contribution levels for 2013 are:
$75 for those within a 50 mile radius of DC
$50 for those who reside in the US but beyond the DC area
$25 for those who live overseas or are former FSNs.
A new category of "Friends of UAA" recognizes our angels who generously contribute
$100 and above.
If you're unsure whether you made a contribution or not, check the UAA website list of
contributing members, found at: http://www.usaidalumni.org/alumni/alumni
directory/uaacontributingmembers/
Please contact us at office@usaidalumni.org with any questions you have regarding
the AGM, board elections, or membership contributions.

UAA Adopts Privacy Policy
On August 15, the UAA Board approved a privacy policy. It is as follows:
The USAID Alumni Association is committed to protecting the privacy of USAID alumni
and all who visit our website.
We avoid making unnecessary requests for personal information. We collect only
individual information that is voluntarily provided to us. Personal information provided
to us (other than information provided for publication), such as name and contact
information, is retained on a passwordprotected registry (the Alumni Directory)
available to other USAID alumni. We do not retain any personal financial information,
such as that provided to make contributions to UAA.
We do not sell personal information or share it with any other organization. When we
cosponsor an event with another organization we send invitations to our members and
ask the cosponsor to use its own mailing list.
At any time, you can opt out of receiving email distributed by UAA by contacting us at
the following address: office@usaidalumni.org. Please include the word
"UNSUBSCRIBE" in the subject line of your message. You can also remove any of your
personal information from our website by writing to that same address.

USAID Alumni Association Hosts 2nd Annual Summer Picnic
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Under totally blue skies, the temperature in the low 80s, and a gentle breeze, July 27
was a perfect day for the UAA 2nd Annual Picnic. The picnic shelter at Fort Hunt Park
in Alexandria easily accommodated the group of over 80 USAID Alumni, family
members and guests who shared savories and desserts. UAA Cochair Alex Shakow
provided welcome remarks to the group and a reminder of other upcoming UAA
sponsored events this fall. If you have a suggestion for a venue for next year's picnic
please let us know at events@usaidalumni.org

Alumni Gather for Annual Vermont Picnic
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Clockwise: Steve Sinding, John Westley, Jim Bonner, Jim Bednar, Art Fell, Fritz
Gilbert

On August 7, 2013, 18 intrepid USAID alumni and friends gathered for the annual
Vermont "development wallahs" picnic. People came from all over Vermont (Steve and
Monica Sinding, Jim and Linda Bonner, Michael and Christin Morfit, Fritz Gilbert, Ellen
Frost, Rich Owens, Art Fell, Ann and Mike Van Dusen) of course, but also from New
Hampshire (Mohammed Tanamaly, Jim Bednar), New York (John and Joan Westley)
and Massachusetts (Anne Tinker and Jim Henderson). It was a mellow afternoon of
conversation and reminiscences.
Our general conclusion: Life postUSAID is good!

3rd Urban Sustainability Seminar Held on July 29
The UAA's Development Issues Committee organized a third seminar in its Urban
Sustainability series at and with the Woodrow Wilson Center on July 29
(http://wilsoncenter.org/event/asiaurbanspacesthelocalenvironmentand
globalsustainability). The series is the byproduct of discussion with USAID and the
Woodrow Wilson Center, focusing on important development issues impacted by the
global urbanization phenomenon. Additional seminars are planned for the Fall. The
Development Issues Committee welcomes alumni participation in both organizing
seminars and then attending and participating.
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Here and Now  Alumni Briefs from the US and Beyond
This is a new feature in our UAA newsletter which we hope you will enjoy. Alumni are
not only in the D. C. area but scattered across the country and overseas. We would be
pleased to share your latest news with former colleagues in the upcoming newsletters.
Brief and breezy is the style we enjoy. Alumni interested in sharing what they are up
to are encouraged to send a paragraph or two to office@usaidalumni.org
_______________________________________________________________________
NORTH CAROLINA: Richard Brown retired from USAID in 2000, joining Winrock
International as Vice President of Programs in their Washington DC office. Since Dick
had been in Indonesia as Deputy Resident Representative for UNDP from 197477, he
took advantage of an opportunity to return as Chief of Party for a Robert Nathan
Associates Trade and Investment Project. In December of last year, Dick picked up his
golf clubs and tennis racquet and retired after 7 years as Vice President of AEAI. Busy
with his life on the Pamlico River in North Carolina, 3 dogs, and 3 grandchildren plus
his sports and fitness activities, he can't believe he had time for meetings and
conference calls! However he remains interested and concerned about development
activities and likes to stay engaged. Phone him at 202.344.5696 or 252.946.8338 and
email him at summit.brown05@gmail.com
WASHINGTON, DC: Anne Dammarell, who retired from USAID in 1988, is living in
Washington, D.C. Since retirement she has engaged in an interesting variety
of volunteer activities. Domestically, she has worked with the Sitar Center for the Arts
near her home in Adams Morgan. Overseas she has taught English as a second
language, first at the Coptic Catholic Seminary in Cairo short term over a three year
period and, presently, teaches Buddhist monks three months a year at Wat
Worachanyawat in Bangkok, Thailand in the cool season. Pleased to note that Anne has
recently joined the ranks of the UAA Membership Committee. She can be contacted at
dammarell@rcn.com
NEW YORK: After retiring from USAID in2007, Betsy Brown and Chris Brown settled
in Lake Placid, NY, near her childhood home, to enjoy fresh air, outdoor activities, and
family. After years of work with international NGOs and as a shortterm consultant
with USAID missions, an opportunity came Betsy's way to work from home and apply
her international family planning and management expertise domestically. She serves
as CEO and President of Planned Parenthood of the North Country New York, a huge
territory from the shores of Lake Champlain to the shores of Lake Ontario, ensuring
services to the underserved and farflung population. As an independent consultant for
USAID and other clients, he currently is the Acting Chief of Party for an evaluation
project in West Africa for the Mitchell Group and works with several companies on new
business development. Between field visits, Betsy and Chris enjoy spending time with
their adult children, who are pursuing their work and studies. Mike is a
lawyer working with an environmental law firm in New Orleans and Danielle is in her
last year of school and a practicum for her degree as a nurse practitioner. Danielle
plans to work as a rural health NP in the North Country. Betsy's email is
cmlb7@aol.com. Chris's email is chbrown7@hotmail.com.
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USAID Alumni Association
Make Your 2013 Membership Contribution!

Forward this email

This email was sent to office@usaidalumni.org by office@usaidalumni.org |
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