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Upcoming 2013 UAA Events
Mark your calendars and watch for emails announcing further details of the following
events!!
June 2nd: Spring Reception to Honor UAA Founders
July 25th: UAA/DACOR Development Dialogue with Andrew Steer
July 27th: 2nd Annual UAA Picnic at Fort Hunt Park, Alexandria, VA
August 7th: Midday picnic in Rochester, VT at the home of Ann and Mike Van
Dusen
September: Panel Discussion
October 25th: 2013 UAA Annual General Meeting at the Woodrow Wilson Center
with Featured Speaker Rajiv Shah, Administrator, USAID

New on USAIDALUMNI.org
UAA Bylaws have been updated to enable a necessary modification in the
process of the annual Board of Directors elections. To view the revised Bylaws,
please click here.
On the main page, read updates on the pilot UAA/E&E Pilot Mentorship
Program and work by the Urban Development Team.
In the Forum, view obituaries of several recently deceased former colleagues;
and articles on: a) the indictment of a former USAID officer for conspiracy to
commit espionage; b) the expulsion of USAID by the Government of Bolivia; c)
African development by Owen Cylke; d) additional details and opinion on
recently announced food aid changes; e) the departure of the USAID Deputy
Administrator and other impending senior leadership changes; and f) the
doubling of Marine guard protection in embassies.
In Jobs and Volunteer Opportunities, there is a newly posted notice from the
new Peace Corps Response program seeking qualified volunteers for 312 month
assignments. Applicants need not be former PCVs.
New in Articles are items on a new World Bank program on performance
tracking and followup ("The Deliverologist), "Food and Flexibility" (changes to
the PL 480 program) and a settlement between DAI and the family of Cuban held
prisoner Alan Gross along with the USAID Fact Sheet on the FY 2014
Development and Humanitarian Assistance Budget.
New Links: Take a look at the latest edition of Front Lines and download the
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recently issued "World Bank Atlas of Global Development."
____________________________
Do you have news, an article or event you would like to share? Please send it to
office@usaidalumni.org or, better still, post it on the Forum.
Looking for someone with a USAID alumni background and skills to hire or
volunteer? Express that interest on usaidalumni.org. If you would like to post a
job or volunteer opportunity, please email us at office@usaidalumni.org, Attn:
Jobs/Volunteers.

Join Fellow Alumni for the 2nd Annual UAA Summer Picnic

Save the Date!

2nd Annual UAA Summer Picnic
Date: July 27, 2013
Location: Fort Hunt Park, Alexandria, VA
Click here for more information about Fort Hunt Park

More details and RSVP information to follow!

Alumni at the 2012 UAA Picnic at WeatherLea Farm and Vineyard
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Update on the UAA/E&E Mentoring Project
An independent evaluation of the fourmonth USAID/UAA Pilot Mentoring Program is
underway. Results will be reported by the end of May. Administrator Shah's USAID
Forward Progress Report  2013 describes the Program as follows: "USAID's Bureau for
Europe & Eurasia is bridging the gap between our past and future leaders through a
formal mentoring program between Agency alumni [UAA] and mission staff... It's a
key step in cultivating USAID's own 'next generation' of leaders and to ensuring
programs move forward on the path to a sustainable development future."
This pilot program is a first step toward an objective enunciated in the MOU between
the UAA and the E&E Bureau, "to accelerate development of Foreign Service Officers
through onthejob mentoring." Richard Blue, UAA's representative on the evaluation
panel, is joined by USAID members, Taisha Jones, E&E, and Karin Kolstrom, HR, in
carrying out interviews of the 11 mentors, 11 mentees and selected other informants
who participated in the pilot program. The interview process will assess questions of
usefulness, relevance, methodology, advisability of expansion, selection criteria and
definition of target population. Results will feed into decisions by USAID and UAA on
continuation and potential expansion of the program into other bureaus.

Alumni Profile: John Champagne
One of the newest members to engage in the UAA mentoring program is John
Champagne who is partnering with a USAID staff member in Armenia. After nearly 49
years of marriage and 26 household moves, John and his wife Penny have returned to
Holyoke, their home of origin in western Massachusetts. They have 5 grandchildren.
Daughter Kristen, who served with OFDA in the mid1990s, and her family are in the
Foreign Service and currently living in Bangkok, while their son Jeff and his family are
happily ensconced in Annandale, Virginia.
John began his international development career with USAID in 1970 following four
years as a U.S. Army Officer (Special Forces) and completion of a Masters Degree in
International Relations. His first overseas post was Thailand, followed by a twoyear
rotation to Washington as Assistant Thailand/Burma desk officer and a return to
Thailand in 1977. Panama was his next overseas assignment where he served as
Deputy in both the Health/Education/Training and Agriculture Offices. Returning to
Washington in 1984, John served as Associate Director for Caribbean Affairs, USAID
liaison to the Department of State's Bureau for International Narcotics Matter and later
as Associate Assistant Administrator in the then PPC Bureau. His final USAID
assignment was Director of Middle East Affairs.
As he notes, John's post USAIDretirement has been as eclectic as his foreign service
career. He was AED project manager for the largest USAID participant training
program with a staff of 145 in 10 countries of the former Soviet Union. He assisted
EGAT's Office of Business Development to launch a domestic outreach program,
including the Global Technology Network. After 9/11, he was hired by General
Dynamics to assist U.S. Joint Forces Command in Suffolk, VA to develop management
systems for improved civilianmilitary coordination and planning for complex
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emergencies. He assisted USAID to establish an
Office of Military Affairs in the DCHA Bureau to
facilitate DOD coordination. Finally, in 2008,
John and a small team of junior officers set up
and staffed a new Office of Civilian Response in
DCHA.
"In my nonworking life I still run and
rollerblade. Penny and I also bike, kayak,
snowshoe and crosscountry ski. I am currently
assisting a small nonprofit in the western
Massachusetts area develop an agroforestry
project in Cameroon. In addition, I help the
Director at our hometown's new $8.1 million
senior center to design and develop a lifelong
learning program." There is clearly life after
USAID.

Now is the time to make your 2013 Membership Contribution
The UAA would like to thank those who have already made their 2013 membership
contribution and encourage those who have yet to do so.
The suggested contribution levels are:
$75 for those within a 50 mile radius of DC
$50 for those who reside in the US but beyond the DC area
$25 for those who live overseas or are former FSNs.
A new category of "Friends of UAA" will recognize our angels who generously
contribute $100 and above.
PLEASE NOTE: Annual membership is on a calendar year basis, regardless of the
month in which you may make your contribution.
Our online payment system eliminates writing checks, finding stamps and those nasty
paper cut on your tongue. Please make your online contribution here.
Should you wish to mail in your membership contribution, you can send it to:
USAID Alumni Association
1801 F Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
UAA sends a special invitation to alumni living overseas to become members of the
Association. UAA also is looking for overseas alumni who might be interested in
volunteering as a point of contact (POC) with other alumni in their country of
residence. To express interest in serving as a POC, please contact Phil Church
at: pechurch@yahoo.com.
And please pass along word of the UAA website and this invitation to alumni friends
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1113503487618&format=html&print=true

4/5

1/6/14

News from USAID Alumni Association

and acquaintances who you think might be interested in joining your alumni
association.

USAID Alumni Association
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