
7 numbers to watch in 2023, by Liz Schrayer, USGLC, 27 Jan 2023.   

As we head into the year, I wanted to share the 7 numbers that I am watching in 

2023 on the global front. 
 

I’ve been reading the multitude of global risk reports released at the beginning 

of this year, and you won’t be surprised that each of the numbers below will 

dramatically impact global stability – which directly impacts American stability 

here at home. The big question is how America and our allies respond in 

addressing the stories behind each of these numbers, as the answer will affect 

the economic and security interests of every American family. 
 

So, we’ll not only be watching, but actively speaking out, as there is no shortage 

of challenges ahead. Let me know what’s on your global watch list as Congress 

gears up for a new legislative session. 
 

Be well, 
 

Liz 

Liz Schrayer, USGLC 

 

7 Numbers to Watch in 2023 

339 million people 

This is the number of people who will need humanitarian assistance globally. It is 

frightening that the percentage of people in need has doubled in just four years. 

The concerns are going to continue to grow as experts say there is a $50 billion 

global gap in funding to meet these needs. 

$349 billion 

While the war in Ukraine is far from over, this is the estimated cost in billions of 

dollars for Ukraine’s reconstruction and recovery needs jointly issued by the 

World Bank, European Commission, and the Ukrainian government late last year. 

Since then, Russia has stepped up its attacks on Ukraine’s energy and civilian 

infrastructure ahead of the winter, raising growing challenges of building long-

term stability in the region. 

http://link.quorum.us/f/a/CM6K0MbMXCNlYTLIzoS76Q~~/AACYXwA~/RgRltpRMP0RgaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmVzY3VlLm9yZy9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjItMTIvQ1MyMzAxX1dhdGNobGlzdCUyMFByb2plY3RfUmVwb3J0X0ZpbmFsXzMucGRmVwNzcGNCCmPTVw_UY0p6I99SE2FzaGFrb3dAY29tY2FzdC5uZXRYBAAAAAA~


33% of countries 

This is the percentage of countries around the world expected to enter an 

economic recession in 2023, according to IMF Managing Director Kristalina 

Georgieva. And global economic growth is expected to stall at 2.7 percent as a 

result of continued shocks from Russia’s war in Ukraine, increased commodity 

prices, interest rates, and inflation – all certain to impact Americans’ pocketbooks 

here at home. 

1 in every 4 countries 

With 49 million people in 49 countries teetering on the brink of famine, this is the 

number of countries with populations facing severe hunger – an all-time high. 

Driven by conflict and climate change, this worsening food crisis is not only a 

humanitarian concern, but an ongoing security and economic threat to the U.S. 

143 million people 

As climate change continues to escalate, this is the number of people expected to 

be uprooted from Latin America, sub-Saharan Africa, and Southeast Asia. Long 

called a “threat multiplier” by the Pentagon, the ramifications for global stability 

only continue to grow as climate change impacts food and water security, global 

health, and migration around the world. 

60 countries 

This is the number of countries where the state of democracy declined according 

to Freedom House’s most recent report, while only 25 countries improved – the 

smallest number to see an increase since 2005. 

1.3 billion people 

This is Africa’s projected population, representing a potential $3.4 trillion market 

that is transforming rapidly – one that the United States is in crucial competition 

with China to access.  

 

 

U.S. Global Leadership Coalition 
1120 19th Street NW, Washington, DC 20036 

 

http://link.quorum.us/f/a/2culzISmUpW1P2prhD7GVQ~~/AACYXwA~/RgRltpRMP4QNAWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNic25ld3MuY29tL3ZpZGVvL2Z1bGwtaW50ZXJ2aWV3LWltZi1tYW5hZ2luZy1kaXJlY3Rvci1rcmlzdGFsaW5hLWdlb3JnaWV2YS1vbi1mYWNlLXRoZS1uYXRpb24td2l0aC1tYXJnYXJldC1icmVubmFuLz9ta3RfdG9rPU5qZzFMVXRDVEMwM05qVUFBQUdKRm5xTXFybUg1ZGhZQWtJZm1mSzF2U1dIdEdaU2NHZ2M1OEc5aExMMWpvNXRCRkFBWkc5MjdMeWlVbVBQeXNzOHRxSXoxQmx5WGJGUy1nTmFSQkpZdFBCTWFUbDNYT3BkdWphTEhiQzFDa1FrMEJvVwNzcGNCCmPTVw_UY0p6I99SE2FzaGFrb3dAY29tY2FzdC5uZXRYBAAAAAA~
http://link.quorum.us/f/a/2culzISmUpW1P2prhD7GVQ~~/AACYXwA~/RgRltpRMP4QNAWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNic25ld3MuY29tL3ZpZGVvL2Z1bGwtaW50ZXJ2aWV3LWltZi1tYW5hZ2luZy1kaXJlY3Rvci1rcmlzdGFsaW5hLWdlb3JnaWV2YS1vbi1mYWNlLXRoZS1uYXRpb24td2l0aC1tYXJnYXJldC1icmVubmFuLz9ta3RfdG9rPU5qZzFMVXRDVEMwM05qVUFBQUdKRm5xTXFybUg1ZGhZQWtJZm1mSzF2U1dIdEdaU2NHZ2M1OEc5aExMMWpvNXRCRkFBWkc5MjdMeWlVbVBQeXNzOHRxSXoxQmx5WGJGUy1nTmFSQkpZdFBCTWFUbDNYT3BkdWphTEhiQzFDa1FrMEJvVwNzcGNCCmPTVw_UY0p6I99SE2FzaGFrb3dAY29tY2FzdC5uZXRYBAAAAAA~
http://link.quorum.us/f/a/h8Txn1glNeeioDeyJ7YEXQ~~/AACYXwA~/RgRltpRMP0RfaHR0cHM6Ly9mcmVlZG9taG91c2Uub3JnL3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvMjAyMi0wMi9GSVdfMjAyMl9QREZfQm9va2xldF9EaWdpdGFsX0ZpbmFsX1dlYi5wZGZXA3NwY0IKY9NXD9RjSnoj31ITYXNoYWtvd0Bjb21jYXN0Lm5ldFgEAAAAAA~~

