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Measure twice, cut many, many times 
 
We’ve known for months that the Millennium Challenge Corporation, under the 
Trump administration, would terminate a significant number of its programs. 
This week, staff were informed exactly which countries would be on the chopping 

block, according to an email obtained by Devex. 
 
Programs now slated for termination include regional compacts in Cape 
Verde and Senegal; individual compacts in Lesotho, Malawi, East Timor, 
Gambia, and Togo; and threshold agreements in Kenya, Mauritania, 
Tanzania, Gambia, and Togo. Some of those are well into implementation, 
while others were in development and had not yet been signed. 
 
The funding would have gone to areas such as upgrading transportation and 
expanding access to land for investment in Malawi, and addressing health 
care needs and boosting horticulture in Lesotho, Adva writes. 
 
“I know the uncertainty around our country portfolio has been challenging, 
especially for those on impacted country teams and [resident country 
missions],” the staff email said, adding that “as our portfolio evolves, including 
welcoming new partners into the fold, I am confident MCC will rise to meet 
the moment and continue to deliver impactful and meaningful results.” 
 
Scoop: MCC finalizes country program cuts, narrowing prior proposed list 
 
ICYMI: Millennium Challenge Corporation changes country selection criteria 
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