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Congressional comeback 

 

I’m not exactly going out on a limb to say that Republican lawmakers have been 

largely deferential to Trump, their über-influential boss. So it came as a shock that 

appropriators from both the Senate and U.S. House of Representatives agreed on 

a compromise bill to fund U.S. foreign assistance to the tune of $50 billion. It’s 

a 16% drop from last year, but nothing compared to the nearly 50% cut Trump 

wants. 

 

Last week, the House even passed the compromise bill, overcoming a key hurdle in 

the process. But the landscape is still littered with minefields — the Senate must 

pass it and, gulp, Trump must sign it. Even if he does, his administration would 

have to implement it — and its track record of doing Congress’ bidding isn’t 

exactly stellar. And even if the bill survives intact, does the State Department, 

which absorbed USAID, have the capacity to shove all that money out the door? 

 

The obstacles are plenty, but for now, the aid community is basking in a much-

needed, albeit tenuous, win. 

 

“We are very pleased to see the bill introduced, and are very pleased to see the 

levels of spending where they are,” David Cronin of Catholic Relief Services tells 

my colleague Adva Saldinger, who’s been carefully following the budgetary fine 

print. “The most important thing from this bill is not even the text itself. It’s the 

fact that it exists, that it’s been introduced, and that it’s bicameral, bipartisan.” 

 

That text is pretty crucial, though. The bill would not only provide substantial 

funding for global health and humanitarian assistance, but it would also maintain 

support for food security, women and girls, education, and water and sanitation. 

The legislation also includes money for initiatives such as Gavi, the Vaccine 

Alliance, which the administration previously said it wouldn’t support. 

 

So questions naturally abound as to whether the administration will “honor the 

direction Congress has clearly laid out here,” says Erin Collinson, the director of 

policy outreach at the Center for Global Development, a D.C.-based think tank. 

”There are no assurances that it will actually materialize.” 

 

Still, the proposed package is consequential, says Justin Fugle of Plan 

https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POmtbszNF6zoxcWDrMrl2NicRHbmiPSG4uZlD778C9HaufmyNERfGi0qY4A-Ku6H_s8TfF47adf9NnvCL9P7FgXzqirM0pmOVcIKiU2MSdTURUqbdjpKrXVouyzEGsAX995_vkhBUgCvwELUNKIn5xySiSO5xohtw1ZLBj_mCvQVPPHGJ1_MG2lisXN3k2NkT0weuEC4UldRjcFAG_HpYJSYA2vf418hQyCzpcIXbVwmHMQQOd8UX8DE34K8Rs5vrQIrYIWk0rHk3yviH7Kxbwfj7yqHA-JYkKI1QzDvfb0-G/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r5EmEgM7alO_toiWWRVEL9Vew7u5-xbHZ6wMONwEJqrS0qjPCu37cuUu47k2pcSjr7g=
https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POrLsXP_DtvfV1E4bNFT_kHkMIrQmkdFiZWNQdE9b18KHNcMN-zGQvcY8enGkEh5gpUH7BMjov5mayBpBeaR-3OZ9PWd7TJaMTkZFjLOjlA0RHA48eHPihq_Whede9zAKuFfKro2ZW9k06cfHdeu6dWj5BKzkNd5vMwAuHgS6SpSzH73L8YGUPLoD6S3twdA0V9qXFXRIXMZB2KFY3ybG8cylE1Mr7b_h_FuvpxS0ot-Xv5ZwNXGugBLsyCI5g84FvtJqUNwHyVBmFzp6yeOF7nVbg1OwFlFIk011V37xRr3U/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r5EmEgM7alO_toiWWRVEL9Vew7u5-xbHZ6wMONwEJqrS0qjPCu37cuUu47k2pcSjr7g=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r8O7ZvIk4zdJrH795TSDUs8MRRmXEnlFrNjsK6nW5ilR4_ZRGqorUOTWBPraoSgJcGU=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r7zu74vTHdiL6eZGGcTlM5ypsjlqqLX0RwyX-IZ9ZAeM23lwvM3BMVcH9ifIBf9BAAU=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r1KPGZmdKhFrpxsvfravmkIN9Nn8hVCMW0BOZ5y5cT-QZKRcqEblZtQSZfJB641h7vk=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r1unpzGrBssQab9_7eXeASnCqefl_AHc81nhY5KbHFpFCEYanlkiyyoqTUgXTBFLzsY=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r1unpzGrBssQab9_7eXeASnCqefl_AHc81nhY5KbHFpFCEYanlkiyyoqTUgXTBFLzsY=
https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POve-aWY5Cr27e7YOjIxiouCsupm06YjcF5gec7eI6piGUTBmg6okcYVlqCpESv9O_xp2WB1kdwtzun60Rq_6nUMrXi3rmKcRGBkkh7ptdY8s9ByLM4BC8iziT9rDUgnHz3kKlzTvNne5xK1RGb0PC5vC9sOL6Ws18x4SY1K4RljzPfmKQsN5206ISdT2zdwVR24NtUcn7xmRGXXSrRjg93x1Zw8SF8v006NAK2OiOV7a4PugpG_czV2wsTWqEGZR6TRPNhN7rYwaD41pMlaLDlKfD1ak3wpEqsfYUNWI3zY7/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r5EmEgM7alO_toiWWRVEL9Vew7u5-xbHZ6wMONwEJqrS0qjPCu37cuUu47k2pcSjr7g=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r8S0dIDPanx2txQEA9pD0f7tkyE1yLVMF-oN5Y4P-b4mmJAPyOhEQn6Og-ZWoV4_r9o=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfdRz-r1VFvIotIZUdz18r7-fRxB6qURkXiYHk8ZrgEglx61AapJ8H5tD4bUYUWKexZwt4sNM=


International, pointing out that this agreement seems to be “the current Congress 

and current White House saying this is what we want to do around foreign aid.” 

 

“That’s maybe a little optimistic, but there probably will be some benefits that this 

compromise has been forged, and everybody’s got things that they want in it.” 
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