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‘Better than zero’

In the final days of last year, the United States pledged $2 billion to the United
Nations through 2026 to respond to humanitarian crises in 17 countries, including
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Haiti, Syria, and Sudan. It’s a small slice of
what the U.N. says it needs — but it will constitute a shift in the U.N.'s balance of
power among its humanitarian agencies.

Under the deal, U.S. humanitarian funding would increasingly flow through
pooled funds managed by the U.N.’s emergency relief coordinator, Tom Fletcher,
giving U.N. humanitarian coordinators on the ground more say over how money is
spent. Major agencies such as the World Food Programme, UNICEF, and the UN
Refugee Agency would have to compete internally for shrinking resources.

“The US Government welcomes these ambitious reform efforts and aims to
support them to ensure that a greater proportion of humanitarian funding is
allocated to frontline life-saving work — and less is squandered on overhead,
bloat, and non-core activities,” according to a confidential memorandum of
understanding signed by Jeremy Lewin, senior U.S. official for foreign assistance,
humanitarian affairs, and religious freedom, and Fletcher, who is also the
undersecretary-general in the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs.

“This $2 billion is, we hope, not the end, but only the beginning of what’s a
partnership,” Lewin says. “This is not our full year budget, and it is not the entirety
of our humanitarian assistance budget.”

In a release from the U.S. State Department, the message to the U.N. was
explicit: “Adapt, shrink, or die.” Some advocates were cautiously relieved, while
others warn of the risks, writes Senior Global Reporter Colum Lynch. “It’s better
than zero, and I’'m generally a fan of pooled funds,” says Jeremy Konyndyk,
president of Refugees International. But he warns: “If this is it, it’s a catastrophe.”

For now, the money is a test — of whether the U.N. can deliver reform, and
whether the U.S. is serious about rebuilding a humanitarian system it has already
taken apart.

Exclusive: Inside US-UN plan to remake funding for humanitarian crises



https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POrHUo-5KRfbBK_1WFNkKZUItTS96t2nHSFPUBu1KnoaFxpO6HV-0ZOdnPlJMoFOffprvxBybjcWSRKkvjYH0eu8YpP2mKIc3RPQ-uwGS3-sXsgGoC2DOhLAPp0ziFoYn6X8o_wp65aMyehoSceJWNtC2EwIrsEwUP3_K15UVZU_jnIfFLDqagJmzbO6K7eO2tC541xNmgvqMQTBEdjwpX_1geLC_kwcBA7r15Zk_kmRlIvcw1G6KAL2gsytXgJe_7RTA5mRZRIDuLgZnBOFJMaAElz4L0pk2hapnrj_qsV-E/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiDmfvbxy5hBoqHEGZfK9VwSoCKCY2X7Gv61a-fCwVlqWGmFN1T9Tbee1mZL1Q6LyN34=
https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POrHUo-5KRfbBK_1WFNkKZUItTS96t2nHSFPUBu1KnoaFxpO6HV-0ZOdnPlJMoFOffprvxBybjcWSRKkvjYH0eu8YpP2mKIc3RPQ-uwGS3-sXsgGoC2DOhLAPp0ziFoYn6X8o_wp65aMyehoSceJWNtC2EwIrsEwUP3_K15UVZU_jnIfFLDqagJmzbO6K7eO2tC541xNmgvqMQTBEdjwpX_1geLC_kwcBA7r15Zk_kmRlIvcw1G6KAL2gsytXgJe_7RTA5mRZRIDuLgZnBOFJMaAElz4L0pk2hapnrj_qsV-E/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiDmfvbxy5hBoqHEGZfK9VwSoCKCY2X7Gv61a-fCwVlqWGmFN1T9Tbee1mZL1Q6LyN34=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiHVAPIGfS75u_gMoN8fi_xlp-ls3UWSJ4k-28URCCu9dw5sEKQguW6gAvEVL1mtXfug=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiHFzm0skgaOJZ7TNOXD9SJDNIBeg4PwlKCFITFjOxZ9RA8pruRHWtdt3okjUHePva4o=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiPPOj6Eip18IoR0FuHbt_DQ2ULaR5GgQc1eS5Qw7MjtmqFGpQi2QGADiPUhU_9zF8Gw=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiPPOj6Eip18IoR0FuHbt_DQ2ULaR5GgQc1eS5Qw7MjtmqFGpQi2QGADiPUhU_9zF8Gw=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiFX8ORudfz07glM3GmZDQ4sgPCL_Xy5ov3lV7XA1ksR6tDFXcpswF9PmspnLB2S6_G0=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiFX8ORudfz07glM3GmZDQ4sgPCL_Xy5ov3lV7XA1ksR6tDFXcpswF9PmspnLB2S6_G0=
https://t.devex.com/n/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiOrQYe-FrfusuASqgeL0Nz4rKGWN0MDuoBK5VQjwE0Ky4D8B9YcMBFLP9PetRpxc-7I=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiCbU0LPJ_w2TLyaPljtRriVlJExt68sMVzsobDb_Qt5LcItZ9w2GJZYG3evpgX86JXk=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiOOVPxojpS02-e2HCXMlIdSE1tkSA-Tkx925e_6BS9iU9EC7C_0NGMhS46G4yqlFvpU=
https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POrHUo-5KRfbBK_1WFNkKZUItTS96t2nHSFPUBu1KnoaFxpO6HV-0ZOdnPlJMoFOffprvxBybjcWSRKkvjYH0eu8YpP2mKIc3RPQ-uwGS3-sXsgGoC2DOhLAPp0ziFoYn6X8o_wp65aMyehoSceJWNtC2EwIrsEwUP3_K15UVZU_jnIfFLDqagJmzbO6K7eO2tC541xNmgvqMQTBEdjwpX_1geLC_kwcBA7r15Zk_kmRlIvcw1G6KAL2gsytXgJe_7RTA5mRZRIDuLgZnBOFJMaDnazF4-GQlK6g-bp2d7fcC/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGfYIQfiDmfvbxy5hBoqHEGZfK9VwSoCKCY2X7Gv61a-fCwVlqWGmFN1T9Tbee1mZL1Q6LyN34=

