
Elinor Bingham Bachrach obituary 

Elinor Bingham Bachrach died March 3, 2026, at Sibley Memorial Hospital in Washington, 
DC at the age of 81. 

 Elinor was born in Boston, MA on August 2, 1944, daughter of 
the late Louis Bachrach, M.D., and Anne Jameson Bachrach. 
She was raised in Brunswick, ME, graduated from Brunswick 
High School (1961), and received a BA from Pembroke College 
(1965) and an MA from the University of Chicago (1971). 

Majoring in political science, Elinor had a long career in public 
policy both nationally (at local, state, and national levels) and 
internationally (with the IMF and USAID). Among the highlights 
of her career were: six years on the Senate Banking Committee 
(and especially the New York City Loan Guarantee Act and the 

Chrysler Loan Guarantee Act); ten years as Deputy Comptroller for New York City; and 
fifteen years as a senior advisor (primarily for USAID) in Ukraine and Moldova, Indonesia, 
Serbia and Montenegro, Afghanistan, and Iraq, where she focused on strengthening fiscal 
institutions, reforming regulatory systems, and supporting local governance. 

Elinor is survived by her three brothers: Peter Bachrach (Susan), George Bachrach 
(Christine), and David Arthur Bachrach (Sheila); her nephews Peter A. Bachrach, Thomas 
Bachrach (Whitney), and Benjamin Bachrach; her niece Anne Bachrach; and her grand-
nieces Katharine Bachrach and Lillian Bachrach. 

Though Elinor traveled widely and lived abroad for extended periods, she remained devoted 
to Maine and spent summers at the family cottage on Mere Point over the last fifteen years. 
Private services will be held there at a later date. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the American Civil Liberties Foundation. 
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