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Family feud 

You could view the ironclad backing that Republicans in Congress have given Trump as 
politically shrewd. After all, there’s power in party unity. Critics view it as kowtowing and 
unconditional surrender. 
 
That’s why the $50 billion bill Congress passed earlier this year for foreign affairs spending 
— far more generous than what Trump sought — is so notable. Perhaps even more notable 
is a $600 million carveout within that package for, of all things, family planning and 
reproductive health — a political hot potato because it deals with abortion. 
 
That makes it a big no-go for this administration and Republicans writ large. Trump has 
made his opposition clear by, among other moves, withdrawing from UN Women and 
the U.N. Population Fund, and expanding the Mexico City Policy to bar organizations from 
accessing U.S. aid if their activities touch abortion provision, “gender ideology,” or diversity, 
equity, and inclusion — even if funded by another donor. 
 
So what happens to that $600 billion pot of money? 
 
“It is great news for us to see that it’s there,” PAI President Nabeeha Kazi Hutchins tells my 
colleague Elissa Miolene. But she adds: “We could see money going through different 
mechanisms, different entities.”  It could go nowhere fast, too. 
 
For example, the State Department’s “America First” global health strategy makes zero 
mention of family planning, reproductive health care, or maternal health. The term 
“women” does not even appear. 
 
“If family planning is not formally reflected in implementation frameworks, it will compete 
for space within health budgets that are being reshaped to meet co-financing obligations 
tied to named disease priorities,” wrote FP2030, a global partnership focused on family 
planning. 
 
So for now, those hundreds of millions of dollars exist solely on paper. 
 
“We don’t know if Congress is going to force the administration to spend that money, 
and if so, will it be spent separately from those global health compacts, or will it be merged 
in at some point? Still [to be determined],” says Beth Schlachter of MSI Reproductive 
Choices. “Until Congress grows a backbone, it’s very unlikely [the State Department is] 
going to do anything with it — and they don’t have the staff to do it anyway.” 
 
Read: US pulls away from family planning. What about the $600M saved for it? 

https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POgsim1bfDwJpIFoJxB_ieXvJGpJ5uYh217Xeewu7FwUkdbjMb9OgrkiPuPmnj0tU4hPBOD4FygOT0L6yxjXgiVU406-TalKCHAV9XRK8uK8yVP_TCiHR1kD083l07p1jTzR5DXFF8rmSEcd81jCE_easdlMHDleL-n6jcMnEjTl0O-pMgPAmJqSdIHfg6k1BRF_RSjqlz5fz1lh-1nR5qEnOWbqGfs5XT_Ld4jAKp5DjRFnkcRGdi0aOvkrar6ATrNUbTUCF-ROfOTgkU1SAyYg=/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFW20GFMNfUNvTLeGvFSY4iOY6-wGlFNIstSyZUF8mBlJjGUHNKeCjYRMgG1lp3a9hLXE=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFWvKx1fHdmYwoFsJn9X6IqoYIyHpHNxemkck4GUDxEpc0s7cTmZNjV5tPsh-hLUm4cak=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFWv93EX3sLvOoSAdbXUO1kVSbeWpjiuNw8dqC6TXAdK4-SYZUsUgDXsMR1Z270pSiDiI=
https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POsid9N-FLpxBtS6sh2MpcIhGRJtr3kEnR2SB6sXIe7HXKX3FHRZbZ6V6anIBU_TdjXycfdpyHzHxOLXT4sarKUVNcxh96HNEQL6AF8XNfn7XtAC7gbrNsD_qq7jBzHC6Mt8VInuXCT30zqP-5n3SfW4Cdrf3WUkZU3KeiY7HO-szEOQBoWrjY0AhpsXki5FQpjfOPJPln0wVDeINp6J3Lg_FauW_IKNkoBbXIGjuJjLkN3X_sHM60IQxcVGE7S9vkQvhQREbXySi4MJXUgnoijyr--54lynJvrKp-i7_TpOF/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFW20GFMNfUNvTLeGvFSY4iOY6-wGlFNIstSyZUF8mBlJjGUHNKeCjYRMgG1lp3a9hLXE=
https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POstfyzGONZ79QnHUdrejWRS2-XsPWGPZpvdJtxkE_SaynJci_FIo2B8ZGQnAmRKuS4m8DX1J2qbRvOl_13Msv4XAjjquYOunqfu6CW4h1FK7z7Gb3bGwhd5cxY4kTY7mixssTEaBre7xpkfH6XabnLIQ8MQ-LI5LhPMaIpAa-v7sbz-e37AzPjZNYNAhWJcP0m_-YTcz9Z3Yv2xHRe9WAnzjo3EwnHHiY4lCimjLbq6H7WFg6Bxu4flxVDzVS0rvIIo1nEczRfgW1avtNqOdfmlzMC6L_DCE2jUulhT2CLdm/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFW20GFMNfUNvTLeGvFSY4iOY6-wGlFNIstSyZUF8mBlJjGUHNKeCjYRMgG1lp3a9hLXE=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFWt1cADEKzTDMb-zjZY0Xn-BBogO4PKI9N9VY1Ujq82f1csP1d0_ebMhjnzrqsU4PcYM=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFWlwDmhrUyQX-mlJ--I4DV0HE676GYEkHj3f1zexBh_iUFRkRQYk1BGKY0HltnaCMiOQ=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFWyNfTzF_Nd9dK2gaObSxfy8cvReCSF0afYVYNxgFTvfGmm8vEfodsBg8AEha4LMZ89A=
https://t.devex.com/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFWyNfTzF_Nd9dK2gaObSxfy8cvReCSF0afYVYNxgFTvfGmm8vEfodsBg8AEha4LMZ89A=
https://t.devex.com/dc/kyXVoDpAY__Vu56MNr4POstfyzGONZ79QnHUdrejWRS2-XsPWGPZpvdJtxkE_SaynJci_FIo2B8ZGQnAmRKuS4m8DX1J2qbRvOl_13Msv4XAjjquYOunqfu6CW4h1FK7z7Gb3bGwhd5cxY4kTY7mixssTEaBre7xpkfH6XabnLIQ8MQ-LI5LhPMaIpAa-v7sbz-e37AzPjZNYNAhWJcP0m_-YTcz9Z3Yv2xHRe9WAnzjo3EwnHHiY4lCimjLbq6H7WFg6Bxu4flxVDzVS0rvIIo1nEczRfgW1avtNqOdfmlQFb8XqpXQCc7Mi9vAr3rb/Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAGgmnGFW20GFMNfUNvTLeGvFSY4iOY6-wGlFNIstSyZUF8mBlJjGUHNKeCjYRMgG1lp3a9hLXE=

