Thursday, October 1, 2026 DACOR Annual Conference, at DACOR Bacon House | Washington, D.C. North America in Transition:  Security, Trade and Democratic Resilience.  
North America is entering a period of profound change. What comes next?
Please join us on Thursday, October 1, for the 2026 DACOR Annual Conference, a day-long conversation bringing together leading diplomats, policy experts, and regional specialists to examine the political, security, and economic forces reshaping North America and the wider hemisphere.
NORTH AMERICA IN TRANSITION
Security, Trade, and Democratic Resilience
As the United States marks its 250th anniversary, long standing assumptions about U.S. leadership, alliances, trade, and security are being tested.
What will the next chapter of U.S. relations with Canada and Mexico look like? How are governments across Latin America responding to a changing Washington? Can North America remain economically competitive amid tariffs, strategic competition, and the 2026 USMCA review? And how should the hemisphere confront organized crime, migration, China’s growing presence, energy security, and competition for critical minerals?
Join us for a day of candid discussion about where the Americas are headed—and the role diplomacy can play in shaping what comes next.
Thursday, October 1, 2026
DACOR Bacon House | Washington, D.C.
REGISTER HERE

PANEL 1 | 10:30–11:45 AM
Alliances, Trust, and U.S. Leadership in the Americas
How are Canada, Mexico, and Latin American partners responding to changes in U.S. policy—and what do those changes mean for diplomatic trust, democratic resilience, and American influence?
Oliver Stuenkel
Senior Fellow, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace; Professor of International Relations, Fundação Getulio Vargas
Lila Abed
Director, Mexico Program, Inter-American Dialogue
Laura Dawson
Executive Director, Canada-U.S. Future Borders Coalition
Moderator: To Be Announced

KEYNOTE LUNCHEON | 12:30–2:00 PM
U.S. Leadership and the Future of the Americas
A conversation about the changing strategic environment in the Western Hemisphere, the future of U.S. leadership, and the enduring role of diplomacy in an increasingly competitive world.
Featured Speaker: Ambassador Thomas A. Shannon Jr.
Former Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs
Moderator: To Be Announced
Additional details on the fireside conversation will be announced shortly.

PANEL 2 | 2:15–3:30 PM
Securing the Continent: Border Security, Organized Crime, and Strategic Threats
The hemisphere’s most pressing security challenges do not stop at national borders. This panel will explore organized crime, migration, strategic competition, critical infrastructure, governance, and emerging threats across the Americas.
Moderator: Andrew Selee
President, Migration Policy Institute
Leland Lazarus
Founder & CEO, Lazarus Consulting, LLC; Nonresident Fellow, Global China Hub, Atlantic Council
Rebecca Bill Chávez
President and CEO, Inter-American Dialogue; Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Western Hemisphere Affairs
Ambassador Sarah-Ann Lynch
Former U.S. Ambassador to Guyana

PANEL 3 | 3:45–5:00 PM
Economic Integration Under Pressure: The Future of North America
The United States, Canada, and Mexico have built one of the world’s most integrated economies. With the 2026 USMCA review underway, this panel will examine what comes next for trade, tariffs, nearshoring, energy, critical minerals, supply chains, and North American competitiveness.
Moderator: Carin Zissis
Vice President, Content Strategy; Editor-in-Chief, AS/COA Online, Americas Society/Council of the Americas
Christopher Sands
Director, Center for Canadian Studies; Adjunct Lecturer, Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS)
Liliana Diaz
Adjunct Lecturer, Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS)

NETWORKING RECEPTION | 5:00–7:00 PM
Continue the conversation over cocktails with our speakers, DACOR members, and conference participants.

REGISTER TODAY
One day. Three panels. A keynote conversation. Perspectives from across the hemisphere.
Join us at DACOR Bacon House for a timely examination of the forces reshaping North America and the Americas—and what they mean for diplomacy, security, prosperity, and U.S. engagement in the years ahead.
Full Conference Registration
DACOR Members: $100
Non-Members: $120
REGISTER HERE

--
Lynn Northcutt Vega
Career Foreign Service Officer (ret.)
Board Member and Trustee, DACOR and DACOR Bacon House Foundation
Member, National Security Leaders for America
Member, The Steady State
International Development and Foreign Affairs Professional

